HKUPOP Student Research Project

Project DC11 Yuen Long District Shap Pat Heung Constituency

Fieldwork Report Form

This form can be downloaded from the project webpage. It should be completed on
the day of each fieldwork session and submitted to the project organizer by email to

edward.tai@hkupop.hku.hk.

1. Name of student(s):

Lam Pui Yan, Phoebe

2. Details of Field trip:

(a) Pre-election Observation

Date and Time of visit: Between 16:30-18:00 on 25 June 2011

Venue: Shap Pat Heung Constituency

Location: Bus stop near Yuen Long MTR station and 3 polling stations: Yuen Long

Government Primary School, Chung Sing School, Buddhist Wing Yan School,

(b) Election Day Observation

Date and Time of visit: Between 09:30-13:30 on 26 June 2011
Venue: Shap Pat Heung Constituency
Location: 3 polling stations: Yuen Long Government Primary School, Chung Sing

School, Buddhist Wing Yan School
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3. Brief descriptions or narrations of the visit.

(a) Pre-election observation:

| visited the 3 polling stations on 25 June 2011. On the bus stop near MTR station,
several banners had been located at the railings. However, no pedestrians did pay
attention to these banners. On the way to Chung Sing School and Buddhist Wing Yan
School, there were a few banners. However, no banners or posters had been posed near
Yuen Long Government Primary School. As Chung Sing School and Buddhist Wing Yan
School are on the main streets, there were many pedestrians passed by. But, there were
just a few pedestrians passed by the Yuen Long Government Primary School because it is

far away from the main street.

No candidates had ever stayed at any polling stations or the nearby area to canvass the
district for votes. Besides, some campaign workers just located the banners on the
railings near the polling station and then they left. They did not canvass pedestrians for

votes. | only found some leaflets on the desk near Buddhist Wing Yan School.
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Banner of Candidate 1 on the bus top Banner of Candidate 2 on the bus top
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Leaflets of candidate 1 were on the desk near Buddhist Wing Yan School.

(b) Election Day Observation:
| visited the 3 polling stations on 26 June 2011. First, | visited Chung Sing School.
Candidate 1 was already there and talked to his campaign workers. Some campaign
workers forcandidate 1 sat near the exit of the polling stations. On the other hand, no
campaign workers for candidate 2 and even candidate 2 appeared. The chairperson of
Shap Pat Heung Rural Committee Leung Fuk Yuen supported candidate 1 and talked to
pedestrians. Then, | visited Yuen Long Government Primary School. Some campaign
workers for candidate 1 and 2 sat near the road which was far away from the polling
station. All candidates and Leung Fuk Yuen did not appear. Finally, | visited Buddhist
Wing Yan School. Candidate 1 and Leung Fuk Yuen were also there. Some campaign
workers for candidate 1 and 2 sat on the street opposite to the polling station. Candidate 2

still did not appear.
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4. Main purpose of Field trip:

Please record the main purpose of your field trip by ticking on one or more of the

following objectives:

O

(V) To count, record, and analyze the content of campaign leaflets, posters, banners
etc.

(V) To observe campaign activities, like forums, door-to-door visits, petitions,
on-street broadcast, etc.

(V) To take pictures, or collect campaign materials for scanning.

(V) To interview electors and/ or other ordinary residents.

(V) To interview candidates and/ or their campaign workers.

Other purposes (please specify) :

5. Recording the basic figures — like how many posters and where, how many people

attended the forum during different time period...etc.

There were only three banners and three flags for candidate 1 and two banners for

candidate 2 near Chung Sing School located at the houses opposite to Chung Sing School.

All campaign workers for candidate 1 sat near the polling stations but did not canvass the

pedestrians or candidate 1 for vote and they even did not actively provide leaflets. But no

campaign workers for candidate 2 appeared. Not many electors were there. It may

because it was too early for them to vote (I was there at 9:30-10:30) and the weather was
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not good (it rained for a while). Candidate 1 and the chairperson of Shap Pat Heung Rural
Committee Leung Fuk Yuen were there. Candidate 1 did not talk to pedestrians and

electors but Leung Fuk Yuen talked to pedestrians.
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Polling Station for District Council By-Election

Chung Sing School

Campaign workers for candidate 1 near Chung Sing School
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Banner of Candidate 2 on the house opposite to Chung Sing School

There was no banner for all candidates located near Yuen Long Government Primary
School. Just 2 banners for candidate 1 and 1 banner for candidate 2 located at the railings
far away from the polling station. All campaign workers for candidate 1 and 2 sat beside
the banners but did not canvass the pedestrians or candidate 1 for vote and they even did
not actively provide leaflets. As Yuen Long Government Primary School is not near the

main street, there were just a few electors. Most of the people drove and took their family
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members to there but they did not vote themselves. Many electors were elders and a

young lady (seemed like their neighbor) told the electors what to do when they vote. No

candidates and Leung Fuk Yuen appeared.

Yuen Long Government Primary School
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The number of electors voted at Yuen Long Government Primary School

There were only one banner for candidate 1 and one banner for candidate 2 located at the
railings on the street opposite to the exit of Buddhist Wing Yan School. All campaign
workers for 2 candidates sat beside the banners and they did not actively provide leaflets
and canvass pedestrians to vote. | got the leaflets only when I asked for them. Compared
with the other two polling stations, there were more pedestrians passed by. Apparently,
the number of electors was more than the other two polling stations. Candidate 1 and

Leung Fuk Yuen were there but they did not talked to pedestrians.
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Buddhist Wing Yan School

The number of electors voted at Buddhist Wing Yan School
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Leaflet 1 of candidate 2

Leaflet 2 of candidate 2 (front)
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Description of the findings — could be in the form simple narrations, or in the form of

questions and answers.

Image: Candidate 1 is a solicitor. When | asked Leung Fuk Yuen about the reason of
supporting candidate 1, he said that as candidate 1 is a solicitor, he must be more
‘professional’ than another candidate with his knowledge of law. Besides, Leung Fuk
Yuen supported candidate 1 because candidate 1 cared about the problem of illegal
structure. One pedestrian talked and agreed with Leung Fuk Yuen when | was
interviewing him. Besides, candidate 1 was enthusiastic to participate in community
activities (see his leaflet 2). When | interviewed him, he insisted that he always
participate in community activities and he can manage his time well. Moreover, candidate
1 (32 years old) is younger than candidate 2 (59 years old). Candidate 2 was a merchant
and also a village head. As the pedestrian who | interviewed said, candidate 2 had more
working experience with the public when compared to candidate 1. But, candidate 2’s
educational level was lower than candidatel's. On the Election Day, candidate 1 wore suit
and went to two polling stations which showed that he valued this by-election high and

looked smart. On the contrary, candidate 2 did not ever appear.

Support: The chairperson of Shap Pat Heung Rural Committee Leung Fuk Yuen and other
three village representatives supported candidate 1. Besides, some campaign workers
worked for candidate 1 to record the license plates of cars that stopped at the polling
stations for vote. The number of campaign workers for candidate 1 was more than those
for candidate 2. Campaign workers for candidate 1 were nice and enthusiastic to answer

my questions when compared to campaign workers for candidate 2.
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No politiccal stars or figures supported candidate 2. However, candidate 2 was a village
head. Therefore, he might gain votes from his villagers. As some Nepalese citizens live in
Yuen Long and candidate 2 worked with Nepalese in the past, he might want to gain the
votes from Nepalese. Thus, one of his tactics is to advocate racial harmony and this

tactics was translated into English for Nepalese.

Advertisement: All candidates did not have much advertisement including banners,
posters, flags and leaflets. Leaflets were provided only when I asked for them. Candidate
1 and his campaign workers did not canvass pedestrians to vote. Campaign workers for

Candidate 2 also did not canvass pedestrians to vote and candidate 2 even did not appear.

6. Conclusions drawn from your observations.

Beyond my expectations, the election atmosphere was silent. When 1 visited the 3
polling stations on 25 June 2011 (pre-election day), no campaign workers or candidates
stood on the street or tried to canvass the district for vote. Moreover, there were just a few
banners located at the railings and houses. Only candidate 1 provided leaflets on the desk
near Buddhist Wing Yan School. Even on the Election Day, campaign workers for all
candidates still did not canvass pedestrians for vote. They just sat near the polling stations
and talked with each other. The strange thing is candidate did not appear (from
9:30-13:30) which showed that he might think that the pre-election promotion was
enough. Besides, as there were campaign workers recording the license plates of cars, the
pre-election promotion must be enough and many electors decided to vote before the

election day. These might explain why the atmosphere was so silent and campaign
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workers and candidates did nothing on 25 and 26 June 2011 for canvass. However, there
might be other reason of this atmosphere: it is too early to canvass for Yuen Long citizens
to vote or went out. As | just visited the 3 polling station at 9:30-13:30, | did not know
what happened after | left there. Many Yuen Long citizens might vote or went out for

dinner in the evening.

New questions generated from your observations or findings.

From the data that we collected from the interviewees and the atmosphere that |
observe (recording license rate of cars, did not canvass pedestrians actively and the low
vote turnout), it seemed like many electors voted because of the relationship with the

candidates (might be they were neighbors, relatives and friends etc.).

Open questions raised for discussion.
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