HKUPOP Student Research Project
Project DC11 Yuen Long District Shap Pat Heung Constituency

Fieldwork Report Form

This form can be downloaded from the project webpage. It should be completed on
the day of each fieldwork session and submitted to the project organizer by email to
edward.tai@hkupop.hku.hk.

1. Name of student(s): __Kwok Wing Tung, Angela

2. Details of Field trip:

Date and Time of visit: At 9:00 am — 13:00 pm on 26 June 2011

Venue: Shap Pat Heung Constituency

Location: Buddhist Wing Yan School, 6 Fung Yau Street South, Yuen Long; Yuen

Long Government Primary School, Yau Chuen Street, Au Tau, Yuen Long; and Chung

Sing School, 29 Kau Hui Road, Yuen Long.

3. Brief descriptions or narrations of the visit.

On the eve of the by-election, | went to Shap Pat Heung Constituency, Yuen Long

District, for pre-election observation project on Saturday, 25 June 2011 in order to have a

better understand the preparation of the Election Day. My visit lasted for about one hour.

The observation route form Chung Sing School, then Buddhist Wing Tan School, and the

last Yuen Long Government Primary School. On that day, my first impression is that
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the residents did not show much interested in election. Even | saw many attractive flags,

banners and leaflet posted on the street, there is less resident willing to take those objects

than | thought before.
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(The posters near the by-election location)

On the by-election day, Chung Sing School was the first location we arrived. It was

a quiet street and just some flags, banners and posters were held on the street. After a few

minutes, we saw the candidate 1 walked on the street so that we made an interview with

him. He seemed quite nervous but we can feel he is a nice and passion candidate.

Meanwhile, Leung Fok Yuen appeared to give support to candidate one. We also

interview with him.
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For the supporters of candidates, their age groups were mostly middle-aged,

different candidate’s supporters wore their each particular colour jackets. For candidate

one’s supporters, they dressed purple colour jackets; for candidate two’s supporters, they

dressed blue jackets.

For the voter, most of them were nearly 65 years old. When we arrived in the

second location, Yuen Long Government School, it is obvious to see the voters were

transported by cars by some election volunteers. Also, we noticed that there were some

people to jot down the car number and thus we guessed they counted which voters

present or not.

After that, we arrived at Buddhist Wing Yan School around 11:30p.m. Maybe this

election station was nearly the central district in Yuen Long, there was more younger

voters to elect, however, it still no so much “election atmosphere” compared to other

district. At that time, we interviewed one of the supporters of candidate two who is a

nephew of candidate two. He told us most of the election volunteers were neighborhood

and relations. Both candidates’ supporters were enthusiastic people, they are willing to

give us leaflets and communicate to us.
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4. Main purpose of Field trip:

Please record the main purpose of your field trip by ticking on one or more of the

following objectives:

O

(V)To count, record, and analyze the content of campaign leaflets, posters, banners
etc.

(V)To observe campaign activities, like forums, door-to-door visits, petitions,
on-street broadcast, etc.

(V)To take pictures, or collect campaign materials for scanning.

(V)To interview electors and/ or other ordinary residents.

(V)To interview candidates and/ or their campaign workers.

Other purposes (please specify) :

5. Recording the basic figures — like how many posters and where, how many people

attended the forum during different time period...etc.
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Description of the findings — could be in the form simple narrations, or in the form

of questions and answers.

First of all, for candidate 1, Shum Ho Kkit, he is a lawyer and be recommended by
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Leung Fuk Yuen who is promoted to be a president. In the purple one leaflet, it

mentioned that Shum Ho Kit had an enough experience among difference service field in

Yuen Long District and he always worked with the president. It made voters to have a

better confidence to choose him. From the interview with the president; he said that

candidate 1 has a professional background (lawyer) and young causing attractive selling

point in this by-election.

Though the interview with candidate 1, we feel that he was guite nervous on the

by-election day. Following was some questionnaire we asked:

1. What is your purpose of by-election if you can be elected successful?

2. Would you like to share how you can allocate your workload between lawyer and

politician?

3. What will you do in the remaining duty?

Shum Ho Kit told us he is willing to use his professional knowledge to help villagers

to solve the severe unauthorized building problem in Yuen Long. Moreover, he wants to

improve the progress of democracy and the living standard within this district. Because

he has his own law film, it is easy for him to allocate the workload.
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Besides, candidate one used purple colour for his leaflet, poster and flag’s main

colour. Maybe he wanted voters to agree he is a sober person.

For the image of candidate two, Cheng Yin Ping, is a chairman of three villages and

an indigenous inhabitant; therefore it could regard him as an indigenous inhabitant

representative. From this original background, it is benefit for him to attract inhabitant.

In his election platforms, we can see that he also chooses minority as his targets.

For his leaflet, it used white colour for its main colour. White colour may aim at

conveying incorruptible message to voters and using light blue and red colour for flag’s

colour which can tell voters that he is a claim and has a passion to service inhabitants.

Compare to candidate 1, Cheng Yin Ping is less supporters.

6. Conclusions drawn from your observations.

During the observation, | can see some elders were keeping picked up by vans or

cars. | can see some campaign team members were come with them and suggested them

which candidate prefers to elect. Though the result survey, it showed that there was 16%

and 9% each choosing candidate because of relationship. It comes a question about how
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the relation affects the decision in Shap Pat Heung North which is traditional society.

In a nutshell, Chinese society is recognized as collectivistic culture. Living in this

culture, people is willing to use “we” instead of “me” that focus on interdependent self,

people likely to construct identity in relations or connections to others. This

phenomenon can be easily to observe in our daily lives, especially elder generation.

Therefore, it is an evidence for me to believe that many elders, who live in the Shap Pat

Heung North district, are emphasis on the relation among inhabitants and have a clear

social identity.

In fact, it must exist social comparison within a group you well identify with.

Though this social comparison, members may express stronger opinions if they discover

others sharing the same views. Therefore, this normative influence may reinforce the

degree of compliance. In addition, since they may have an idea of being in-group member,

it is more probably to have higher cohesion within group. Besides, | heard some elders

need to reply which one they elected. In Asch’s conformity experiment, it showed that

conformity within group will increase in verbal answers in public than written answers in

private (Myers,2008). Refer to the case, elders may under some invisible social pressure
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on decision, and thus they decision-making might because of conformity.

Conformity is a type of social influence which conforming others action in order to

reduce the risk of social exclusion (Myers,2008). To apply in this case, if one voter makes

a decision which deviate form group norms, it will break the rule and damage his own

self-concept. For the villagers, this deviation will influence they how to maintain the

social relationship. Under the benefit and loss, | guessed voters are influenced by

conformity on this by-election day.

If one society has higher cohesiveness, the inhabitants may not want candidate with

any political party background to be their district councilor due to exclusiveness. Thus, |

guessed it may be the reason of why independent candidate (Leung Fok Yuen) won the

competition in 2007.

New questions generated from your observations or findings.

| want to raise a new question about how the gender difference will affect the group

influence and related to the generation.

Open questions raised for discussion.
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Reference
Myers, D. G. (2008). Social Psychology (9" ed.). Boston. Mass: McGraw Hill. (Ch.6

& 8)
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