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Post election Assignment
· Analysis of low voting rate in Jordan East District By-election 2008
The By-election of Jordan East District to fill in the vacancies left after the death of former district councillor Mr. Lau Chi-wing was held on 5th October. However, as many people, including this research team and I, expected, the voting rate throughout the voting day is low. 
For the whole day, the voting rate is 25.68%. That means out of the around 7700 registered voters in Jordan East, only around 2000 turned out to vote finally. Just a month before, in 2008 Legco election, the voting rate is 45.2%. Compared this to the result this time, the voting rate of the by-election is significantly low. In this essay, I am going to examine the factors contributing to the low turnout rate in this by-election.
The first factor is the nature of this election. As a by-election, its scale and attractiveness to others are definitely less. In 2007 District Council election in the general voting rate is 38.83% and even in Jordan East District the voting rate is a bit higher than this time (28.85%). Since this time it is only a by-election, scale of the election is relatively small than the Legco election and the previous District Council election in all districts. Therefore, the voting rate is lower.
Second, it is the trend that in these 2 years the voting rate is low because social grievances has been reduced since the economic recovery after the resignation of Mr. Tung Chee-hwa. Therefore, with less discontent, people’s desire to come out to vote to express their demands and needs decreases. Therefore it results in low voting rate in the latest Legco election (45.2%) and the District Council election (38.83%) when compared to election in the past few years (55.64% for 2004 Legco Election and 44.1 % for 2003 District Council Election). Under this trend it can be foreseen that the turnout rate this time would not be high.
Besides the election itself, the candidates also contribute to the low turnout rate. First the policies and platforms of different candidates are very similar indeed. For example most of them talk about the problems of ageing population and environments. Ng Po-shan (Candidate no. 4) and Ip Ngo-tung also suggest to fight against prostitution and to make use of the local strengths like temple streets to attract tourists and income for the local community. However, the similarities make the election less competitive as no candidates are unique amongst all and can stand out to appeal to others. Therefore, the lack of fierce competition among candidates detracts people from voting to select their own favourites as they will think in a way that it does not make a big difference for anyone to be elected.
Moreover, the election campaign is also not enough to attract people to vote. From the site visit done on 4th October and 5th October, there are only a few banners and posters and a few volunteers distributing propaganda materials. Some candidates even do not appear on the day of election and the only candidate I saw on 5th October is Ip Ngo-tung. The small scale election campaign cannot build up the atmosphere of competition and election and thus cannot attract people to come out to vote for them.
After talking about the factors of candidates themselves, the background of the voters in Jordan East is a very important factor too. First concerning age, most voters are elderly. According to the exit poll done by HKUPOP, 64% of voters coming out to vote are over 50 years old. That means in Jordan East there are many elder people. Very often elderly are not that interested in politics as the younger generation do (younger means those who are around 30-50 years old, not referring to youngsters who are around 18 years old). Therefore, the low turnout rate can be expected.
Besides the age factor, the education background also matters. As reflected by the exit poll result, more than 64% of the voters are at either primary school or secondary school level. That means that this district is not comparable to those districts with many university graduates and professional experts. Usually people with better education are more concerned with political and public affairs. Therefore, this explain the lower voting rate in Jordan East as people may be less interested in politics according to the conclusion drawn above.

Finally concerning the occupation of voters, from the exit poll result of HKUPOP, it can be found that more than 80% of voters are not professional or managerial class but instead lower and middle-lower class like manual workers, retail salesmen, clerks, etc. Usually people with better occupation have better income and therefore have more time and effort to concern more about politics. Usually active political participants are professionals like doctors or lawyers. However, this is clearly not the case in Jordan East. This may be a factor explaining the low voting rate.

Last but not least the situation on the voting day also affected the final turnout rate. On 5th October it was very rainy and therefore might affect people’s desire to come out and to vote as it would be inconvenient for them to do so.
TO sum up, we could see that the nature of this by-election, the performance of candidates this time, the background of voters and the unexpected situation on the voting day are the main factors contributing to low turnout rate on 5th October. This is indeed a general observable phenomenon in old districts. Therefore, the Government should pay attention to the political inefficacy in old districts and try to attract people to concern more about major political events like election.
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