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Analysis of Article 23
consultations ‘flawed’

Academics claim the submissions were mishandled

Jimmy Cheung

The controversy aver the Article 23

i ioak 0 mew twist yeshor-
day after gesdembes released o
stindy backing clalma thai the
ermmend hod mishapaled
seihmiéssions during last year s con-
suilumtions,

A group of iop academics ana-
Iywed the 97,000 submissions and
concluded . ihat the viewm  were

divided - contrary in the

i's claim nlmﬂﬂuhn—

gz suppot for s posidon bt sam-

farto-claims mmide by opponentsaf
legislation.

b ;
of Chinese University, criticised the
gevermment for wol analysing the

arly.
"The povermmesl 8
witrten] the consultation ts cone
ﬂudethamlsnu:-idudmppunkr

enacti Eﬂl-illl'-hn. hi sadd.
"E by the scademics,
nnlllh.‘d Iulﬂﬂ i puhlic

lic consaltatioms:

The research team
surveyed the 1,068
people who told the
governmaent thoy were
uncertaln abawl the

Article 23 proposals
and found that ...

— Simpport the
g teqeslation

T Graghic

Whitt to do and what not 1o do”,

wis funded by the Article 23 Con-

e Group. But the academics said

The Security Busean had

claimed mijordty sigpport for (he

Artlele 21 leygnlations,

on the subimilssions - includ-

ing saandurd letiers — from orgen-
laptioms and individuals

There were wlso about 340,000

:Mumll'mmlh Lo, et i
were gus thie L, Bt
thiz governument said these wiere not

ns important as the submissions,
Professor Chan sadc the govern-

ment had failed o mote thint some: .

petaple supponed leghdstdon in
principle bul did no endorse the
dataits in the propssil,

O the submissiohs that agreed
i1 prineiple with the Article 23 leg-
Islation, aboul @ per cenl were og-
posed 10 o uncermin abouwt the
conients, according o the group.

“Itisurue o sy that the imajority
puppor emacting - Ieglskation in
[;%ﬂ[ﬂ.r_ﬂlﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂl Tt -
couni the demniled views in the sub-
misslons, public opinion is indeed
very divided,” Chan sail.

Co-researcher  Jennifer Chan

So-kuen, of the Undversity of Hong
Eong's deparmii of statkstics and
actuariol schenoe, said some of
those previously. classified by the
EoveErTmEnd os uncernain weee op-
posed o the proposals.

O thes LOGA so-colled unceriain
cises, TG per cend wene
o thie comteni, the groaposald. Cnly
Iﬁ1wmﬂmunmrtﬂnuﬂn 0.4
purmu hscked ihe o

criticised I.hl!
[nrmlmpﬁtlﬂ:glhnmﬂlul'

signaiures opposing the .
Professor f_'.h.lm Kin-man criti-
ciued the govermment for not ade-
guately explaining 1o the people
hioww the views would ba anabysed,
“People expressed their views
with sincerity but they had been

huitied in the governmaend %
Public EhnmumMm
play . e wavdel.

Bt the Securfty Buares yesber-
day stressed it attached equal im-
parance o all views received.

“Mo mutler whether the suls
emlssbons ane foror agalns the legls-
Lution, thelr views have been Tully
considemed . durdng the course of

chraftingg the legislation.” o spokes-
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