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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG
PUBLIC OPINION PROGRAMME
“3.23 Civil Referendum Project” Outline

(1) “3.23 Civil Referendum Project” shall adopt an onsite-offsite parallel mode voting system
described as follows:

Offsite e-polling at self-selected computer terminals or mobile devices will take place on
2012.3.23 from 0000 to 2000.

Onsite e-polling at polling station(s) will take place on 2012.3.23 from 0900 to 2100 at
specific polling station(s).

(2) For offsite e-polling using self-selected computer terminals or mobile devices, the following
procedures shall apply:

An intending voter clicks on a designated webpage, declares oneself to be a Hong Kong
permanent resident over 18 years of age, then keys in one’s HKID number in full, and a
cell phone number which can be used to send SMS.

The HKID number will then be converted by the system into a chain of irreversible Hash
Codes for storage, in order to protect one’s privacy, and to prevent repeated voting. The
system will then show a telephone number for verification. The intending voter must then
send a blank SMS within one minute using one’s registered cell phone to the telephone
number prompted by the system.

Upon receiving the blank SMS, the system will open a voting interface for the person to
vote. In case the person’s HKID number or cell phone number has already been used, the
system will not open the voting interface.

(3) For onsite e-polling at polling station(s), the following procedures shall apply:

An intending voter shows one’s HKID card to a polling station worker. The worker will
check that the person is a Hong Kong permanent resident over 18 years of age.

The worker will key in the person’s HKID number in full. The system will then convert the
number into a chain of irreversible Hash Codes for storage, in order to protect one’s
privacy, and to prevent repeated voting.

In case the person’s HKID number has already been used in onsite e-polling, the person
would not be allowed to vote.

In case the person’s HKID number has already been used in offsite e-polling, the person
would be allowed to vote, but would also be informed that the previous offsite e-polling
record would be disqualified.

(4) After the close of poll, the system will locate and delete disqualified votes due to duplicated
HKID numbers. It will then calculate and display the polling results, as well as the number of
such disqualified votes. All personal information would then be permanently erased. No people
or group, including civil referendum project sponsors will obtain any information other than
those already published.



