HKU Sudent Research Team
Project DCO3 Pre-election Fieldwork Report Form

This form can be downloaded from the project webpage. It should be completed on
the day of each fieldwork session and submitted to the project organizer by email to
hkusrt@hkupop.hku.hk, or by uploading to the project website directly.

Name of person(s) submitting these fieldwork notes: _Wong Ho Yee

Name of constituency visited (please use one form for each constituency) :
Tung Wah , A13

Field trip details —

Date: 23 Nov 2003 Time: 0900-1800 Venue: the poll station

Description of the process (whether alone, accompanied by teammates, friends, campaign
workers... etc.)

Alone while my partner was doing interview/ was observing

Record the main purpose of your field trip by ticking on one or more of the following
objectives:

o To count, record, and analyze the content of campaign posters, banners, leaflets, etc.
v' To observe campaign activities, like forums, door-to-door visits, open petitions,
on-street broadcast, etc.

v' Tointerview candidates and campaign workers.

v' Tointerview electors and ordinary residents.

v' Totake pictures, or collect campaign material for scanning.

o  Other purposes (please specify) :

Recording basic figures — like how many posters and where, how many people attended
the forum during different time period...etc
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+ Generally speaking, candidate 2, Mr. Ho Chun Kei, and hisagent ({“! * ) were
standing opposite to the poll station all day long from about 0930 (as long as we
were still on duty)

+ Candidate 1, Mr. Lee Wing Fui, appeared from time to time (especialy in the
afternoon, at around 4 o' clock). He at first stood near candidate 2 but later he went
down the street and stood far away. Later, he went back to the original position.

+ |n comparison with candidate 1, there were people (walking into /out from the
station) who greeted candidate 2.

+ No specia banners of candidate 2 near the poll station but candidate 1 had a
counter with banners and hel pers located at a“ must-observable” place near the
station

+ Some voters came alone whereas some came with their family

+ There were more voters in the afternoon

+ A policeman was on duty outside the poll station

Description of findings— could be in the form simple narrations, or in the form of
guestions and answer ... (*the quotation may not be in exact wordings; but has tried to
recall as accurate as possible)

A. about voters
+ Some people did not even know how many candidates there were until they looked
at the board outside the station right before voting
e.g. awoman read the board’sinformation and said “ , &5 I iy ffef(f5 ~ p&...”
+ Some did not vote based on their own decision but on others. Some of the “others”
were just kids.
E.g. amother was wondering which one she should vote for. Then she asked her little
daughter (abt 4 years old) and the little kid said an number out
e.g. an old man reminded an old woman (a couple probably) “don’t forget to vote for
number 2, remember!!” (r::[t‘l tH % 2 BEPF ) The woman, who looked annoyed, said” [ 77,
tH le. fE iR (both were entering the station)
+ Some did not really know the voting procedures until they finished doing so
e.g. awoman (abt 35 yrs old) said loudly outside the station “[i 77, "FUHF | {5l H 5!
... 4 T {f# stamp fiH.” Another woman responded “ =7 d =3[ ... (could not hear)”
e.g. awoman said “ v ([ ] (#5302 Another man replied “ B 2" The
woman continued “ i (PR RIS EE L (could not hear)”
+ Some people voiced their preferences loudly in the public
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e.g. awoman, who was walking towards the station, bumped into a group of people
who were leaving the station (her friends probably). She asked “who did you vote for?”
(2, vH e i 7?). A woman in the group answered loudly, “of course, Number 2"
(1742 2 9EF). Candidate 2 was smiling.
+ avoter was not familiar with her own voting district
e.g. an old woman asked me if the school was the poll station of somebody called “F| X
2" . | said no and the agent of candidate 2 came and helped and so did candidate 2.
After figuring out, the old woman appreciated the agent’s kindness. She left and said
“F 4 BT
+ A middle-aged woman said something interesting after voting “ #4471 ™= .
S, R S ZSHIE R (she was like talking to aman walking
near her but the man later walked away)
+ A male voter was aware of thetitle of candidate
e.g. hefirst addressed candidate 2 as " Councilor Ho” (i £ 1) and then he quickly
asked in laugh whether he could still call candidate 2 in that way “ f{{I[IL] # [IF* 2"
+ A man was aware of the atmosphere of the election district
e.g. before entering the poll station, a man was talking on the phone and said the
atmosphere was cool, even worse than new year “[i, i Yq’—]‘?%, [Fil9HE o flaf d = 7.

sy

B. about candidates

+ Candidates were welcomed by some voters
e.g. avoter met candidate 2 and said “good morning Mr. Ho. So glad to meet you here”
(BB BT, 4 SLE] 1),

e.g. avoter also presented a bundle of flowersto candidate 1.

+ Candidates seemed like having tacit understanding (E*%?) with voters
e.g. avoter showed up his thumb and candidate 2 responded by waiving hand and
saying “thank you”

+ The conversation between the voters and the candidates could be personal concern
e.g. when candidate 2 chatted with 2 old people, he showed concern about their health
and said “ r’ﬁ\‘fé»%l”%@pﬁ!!” & “ I I 3 =

+ Chatting with others triggered suspicion that candidate 2 wanted to solicit vote. A

policeman discussed this with candidate 2
+ Candidate 2 helped a voter look after her dog and hel ped a passer-by take picture
+ While | was chatting with candidate 2's agent and helper (Democratic Party), |
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asked about their (including candidate 1's - DBA) propaganda. They did mention
the plenty of resources, e.g. manpower, of DBA

+ Candidate 2 also showed concern to me by asking “feel tired?” and both
guestioned how long we had to be on duty

+ | also asked candidate 1 about the bundle of flower and he said “"EJ f[ﬁa{ﬁﬂ’%ﬁzﬁ"ﬁjg{a
[BIZ%, 2344 o 7 i(location), [ p%—;.tgﬁ _Fmﬁ%p,%g. His assistant added “ {[s! &~
P 5 (i e, PR = £ (R

C. Distribution of leaflets

+ Most of the people were willing to receive the sheet though some said they did not
know how to access the Internet

* A mansaid “ {7 hong kong u fiig— L ﬁ

+ A man felt dubious when he read out “ *rﬁﬂlﬂ“

+ Another man was accompanied by afemale. Once he glanced the |eaflet and heard
about on-line questionnaire, he said “ [, JiEf7 o Bpg ~ 17 | was very surprised
andsaid*  pg *, L EEy, IS t[+F[FJP[ ?" He kept on reading the leaflet
and said “ [’>"~ r’ﬁ‘%pj:% far rJE% #IP—T ir;ﬁﬂ “,“;i?[]?rﬁ ge " | continued to
explain“* ﬁ R e, WHITF[?%F* ﬁn%@ 3" The female showed
signal to him but he stopped me and said “ [ [ii, iﬁﬁ“&ﬁﬂ?ﬁ%, r’ﬁcﬁﬂﬂ f93...7 1
sald “ZS RSP SR 5 F UL, R T AR Hesad “IF, (i,

[ i1 Thefemale said ﬁﬁﬁ lel”

+ A young lady came and asked “[ifi, ['ddf EE?W%?P,E” (referring to the yellow shest) |
asked if she had voted or not. She answered “=5 4 * L3207, f'Ef* IR |
said " REL 9 FEHE-CHIAOE R, SO R S FIT S P AR
Fl....."” later | discovered that she sahelper of candidate 1

+ Candidate 2 also asked “ " By ffeld=R el B

D. Interview
+ Most of them answered without doubt
+ Some became more sensitive when they were asked about the selection of
candidates
+ The voters knew they had the right to choose not to answer
+ A woman, after answering the whole questionnaire gave some opinions and
requested me to report it. (the woman’'s response — W; my response - R)
W: sl PR E) stand point?
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R [FNELE] L%’T?rﬁ- - R, R SR VLR T RS T UL,
U Te AL Al J‘%WEE‘E%WJE%EJE‘WE’?-“— ils rf“g%%%%l}ﬁ&w% N
W HPRANGE ke RERE P ARG ﬂf*ﬂlﬁdl«, too simplified... %
i,

RS el ) Eﬂ%ﬁ
W TR g **’jﬁhﬁ‘ PR ORI (TPERE D L%@%ws%;, il |

WHR, oy jFAIJT‘EI [%Elﬂg’hﬁi:,f R, PE- R %’Pﬁ

Re 65, [0 g RS 20, [ S A0 [ D * %
SRR
W2 PRI 2N, ST l"F*‘J &Wﬂﬁ#wg
R @i dipL, (HE el R 12 ;FHJFP; RS PRI T PR
i~
Wi i BRI SR — 1% 2T IR(HIRED 2

R PRI, (HPNERSSIR R Rt S A = S

W: gt d [ too simplified. . eEoph A F IR G, (EEOE DR d ESE
T

R 25 Sl S5 153 €7 [y 9F 2+ 1
W 2
R FP9RREP e, S e bl IR R Rl S AT =59yt 5 i
ARkn
W: S I ?

R WS GEEHEI IS (PR (o
W T o AR s SRl AR AT, el 1 A wor...
- (5 R )
R: [ 9?@]%5 E(E sumpllfled]]/?ﬁu

E. general
+ |t seemed that the location of the poll station was inconvenient as it was located
along a steep slope; a person on wheelchair was accompanied by family
+ Some people arrived the station with the map provided and another map book
(perhaps they were not familiar with the location)

Conclusions drawn from your observation

+ Some voters were quite irresponsible as they did not know the candidates well and
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read the instruction before voting.

+ Their prudent decisions would affect the fairness of the result

* | nterviewees are not always “ passive’. They do question the survey

+ Being a candidate is not easy. It is not just about his/her own ability but also the
affiliated party’s reputation and resources offered.

New gquestions generated from your observations or findings

+ |t's observed that some voters were not familiar with the candidates and they were
not serious about the process. Why they registered as avoter if they are not
concerned about it?

+ Once they have registered, why they didn’t spare some time in studying materials
about the candidates?

+ How many voters do understand the meaning of voting?

+ What are the factors affecting the successful rate of a candidate? His own effort,
money, manpower, other resources, and the affiliated party?

+ Some voters voted based on the candidates’ past performance (immediate benefits
related to the community’s facilities) whereas some considered the political
background, can we judge which perspective is more appropriate in a district
election?

+ How useful it was to stand outside/near the poll station?

Open questions for discussion by all team members

+ How valid was the questionnaire?

+ Was it a biased one (like what the woman claimed)?

+“If we do not have a*“ stand point”, we won't set it as a research question and
conduct asurvey”, isit logical?

+ Taking picture for passer-by, taking care of adog... true altruism/ strategy to gain
support?
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