Project Title:

People's Referendum in Hong Kong

Project Description: (250 words maximum)

A number of democratic institutions have evolved in Hong Kong, with the introduction of direct elections.
The Social Sciences Research Centre has been extremely active in "bringing in" various kinds of opinion
polls: pre-election, post-election, inter-election, and exit polls. Up to this date, a total of 15 polls have been
completed in 9 months, and many more are being planned. Our next step is to introduce a special kind of
“referendum” to Hong Kong - one which is not official (because there is no such constitutional provision)
but which fulfils almost the same functions. The proposal has already been submitted to the Hong Kong
Civic Education Committee for funding (attached, translation possible if required), result of which will be
known by 1 May 1992. Essentially, we have proposed to organise a people's referendum on 20 September
1992 (Sunday), polling on the motion "That the Basic Law could be amended before 1997 if felt necessary".
The motion is only tentative, other alternatives include "That voting age be lowered to 18" and "That the
1995 Legco direct election be held on single-seat basis”. All Hong Kong residents 18 years or above will
be invited to vote "yes" or "no" at hundreds of commercially sponsored polling stations. One target of the
project is to generate territory-wide discussion before the motion is polled, and if the maiden project proves
to be a success, one referendum will be held every year. Our opinion surveys have been widely publicized
by the media in the past few months.

Units Involved

The proposing units for the projects are the Social Sciences Research Centre and the R.C. Lee Hall. If the
project receives enough fundings for the start, a large team of staff researchers and student organisers will
be set up to plan and develop the project. .

Staff involved
Chief organiser: Robert T.Y. Chung (Research Officer of SSRC; Warden of R.C. Lee Hall)

If supported by the Committee, the programme can be incorporated into the students' orientation programme
1992 - both for the halls and the Faculty of Social Sciences.

Project Costs: please indicate where possible division of start up and recurrent costs.

staff: $200,000 consumables: $20,000

publicity: $200,000 equipment: nil (covered by existing provisions)
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general expenses: $10,000 travel: (covered under general expenses)
premises: $10,000 other:  $10,000

Yearl Year 2 etc.

Total: $450,000 (ééme amount, plus inflation, if continued)

Duration of Project:

May 1992 to October 1992, including data analysis and report compilation

Sources of Finance Envisaged:

$50,000 being applied from the Hong Kong Civic Education Committee
$50,000 to be applied from various District Boards

$100,000 hopefully from the University of Hong Kong

The rest from private sponsors

Target for Fundraising:

$350,000

Other Comments:

The project will be announced to the public in the middle of May 1992, irrespective
of how much funding received. If there be a shortage of funds, the project will be
trimmed down to its affordable scale. The Xinhua (New China) News Agency Hong Kong
Branch has also been informed of the project. They were also requested to sponsor

the project. Reply yet to come.

Proposers: Robert T.Y. Chung (Research Officer of Social Sciences Research Centre
and Warden designate of R.C. Lee Hall)

Dean of Faculty:
Head of Sehael/Centre/Wnity Dr John Bacon-Shone

Director of Social Sciences Research Centre
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Project Ti
People's Referendum in Hong Kong

Project Description: (250 words maximum)

A number of democratic institutions have evolved in Hong Kong, with the introduction of direct elections.
The Social Sciences Research Centre has been extremely active in "bringing in" various kinds of opinion
polis: pre-election, post-election, inter-election, and exit pollis. Up to this date, a total of 15 polils
have been completed in S months, and many more are being planned. Our next step is to introduce a
special kind of "referendum™ to Hong Kong -~ one which is not official (because there is no such
constitutional provision) but which fulfils almost the same functions. The proposal has already been
submitted to the Hong Kong Civic Education Committee for funding, result of which will be known by 1 May
1882, The Project can easily be incorporated into the University’s BOth Anniversary Celebration
Programme under "community interest projects”. The original proposal submitted is attached, and
transiation could be done if required. Essentially, we have proposed to organise a people’s referendum
on 20 September 1882 (Sunday), polling on the (tentative) motion "That the Basic Law could be amended
before 1887 if felt necessary”. A1l Hong Kong residents 18 years or above will be invited to vote "vyes"
or "ne” at hundreds of commercially sponsored polling stations. One target of the project is to generate
territory-wide discussion before the motion is polled, and if the maiden project proves to be a success,

one refersndum will be held each September. Our opinion surveys have been widely publicized by the media
in the past few months.

Units Involved: Social Sciences Research Centre, R.C. Lee Hall

Staff Involved: Robert T.Y. Chung (Research Officer)

(A team will be drawn up when funds are received)

Project Costs: please indicate where possible division of start up and recurrent COSIS.

staff: 5200, 000 consumables: $20,000

publicity: $200,000 equipment: nil (covered by existing provisions)
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1Tndts Involved: Social Sciences Research Centre, R.C. Lee Hall

Staff Involved: Robert T.¥. Chung (Research Officer)
(A team will be drawn up when funds are received)

Project Costs: please indicate where possible division of swart up and rectrent COSTS.

publiciy:  $200,000 equipment nil (covered by existing provisions)
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