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FOREWORD

The theme of the Politics and Public Administration Exposition
(PPAX) this year is “From East to West: Beijing’s Policy Towards Taiwan
and Tibet.” While these regions are very different in the popular
imaginaton, closer inspection reveals some salient similarities between
them. Both are geographically peripheral to the Chinese dominion,
culturally distinguished by strong localism, and politically distant from
Beijing. Any comparison berween Taiwan and Tibet would be but a matter
of degree.

Their matginality contrasts vastly with their strategic centrality on
China’s agenda. As we have scen in the past, political development in these
regions, in particular Beijing’s interaction with them, often resulted in
outcomes with significant ramifications for domestic and international
communities alike. The involvement of regional and global powers and the
tising concern for Chinese economic and military expansion further
complicates the picture. The controversics arising from the recent
referendum in Taiwan and the incident in Lhasa illustrate just how delicate
the situatdon has now become.

A controversial topic that often inspires sentument rather than
reason, the issue of national unificaton will hopefully be examined on a
morte academic and even-handed basis in the PPAX. 1 strongly encourage
students to participate in the forums and discussion sessions held between
25 Match and 4 April 2008.

Many thanks for your support for the PPAX.

Danny W. F. Lam, Ph.D.

Head and Associate Professor

Department of Politics and Public Administration
The University of Hong Kong
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OVERVIEW

With a history of more than 3 decades, Politics and Public
Administration Exposition (PPAX) is one of the most celebrated
functions of our Association, the Politics and Public Administration
Association (PPAA) SSS HKUSU. The aims of this event ate to give
participants an insight into curtent affairs as well as to develop students’
critical thinking and analytical skills.

The theme of this year’s PPAX is: From East to West: Beijing’s
Policy towards Taiwan and Tibet. The world again turns to China, where
Olympics will be held this year. The Sports event is held in Beijing, but its
tmpact is not confined to the capital. It has 2 much wider implication. The
development of Taiwan and Tibet will become the focus. If you keep up
with news, you cannot miss out the Taiwanese Presidential election and
Lhasa Riot. They are or are going to be hits. What we are concerned is not
only the outcome of one-off events, but the trend of development. In fact,
every incident’s occurrence owes to its long-term causes and catalyst. How
do the Taiwan and Tibet issues run up to the status quo? We are going to
catry out an exploration on issues related to Chinese unification and the
policies Beijing adopted. In particular, we will put more focuses on Taiwan -
and Tibet, and discuss how the recent Presidential Election and the
incident of Lhasa may affect the relationship between the two places and
the Beijing Government. We will also try to make some forecast about the
future of China on reunification issues.

Exhibitions, forums and small discussion groups will be held
throughout this exposition. Established current affairs commentators,
academics and columnists, including Mr. Tao Kit, Mr. Raymond Wong
and Mr. Johany Lau, will be our guests and present in the wide variety of
functions. With their insightful sharing, participants will no doubt be
inspired.

Come and join us. Call Jeffrey Wong at 62422520 for enquiries.
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Date:
Time:
Venue:

Guests:

Description:

S
GRAND OPENING CEREMONY

25th March, 2008 (Tuesday)
12:30 - 12:50
Sun Yat-sen Place

Dt. Sara Jordon
Assistant Professor of the Department of Politics and Public
Administration, The University of Hong Kong

Prof. Joseph Cheng Yu-shek (B8P IRHUE)

Professor (Chair) of Political Science of the Department of Public
and Social Administration, City University of Hong Kong

Ms. Claudia Mo (EZ#/\H)
Media Critic and Journalist

Mzt. Johnny Lau Yui Siu (R/#R4E5EE)

Independent journalist

Mr. Wong On Yin (ERFAKE)

Current Affairs Commentator

a wide variety of functions which will last for two
weeks.

Contact Person: Wong Yin Chun, Jeffrey

yewjeff@hku hk

This ceremony marks the official commencement
of the Poliics and Public Administration
Exposition (PPAX) 2008 and represents the start of
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FIRST INTELLECTUAL EXCHANGE FORUM
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THE ROAD TOWARDS CHINA’S REUNIFICATION

Date:
Time:
Venue:

Guests:

25t March, 2008 (Tuesday)
12:50 - 1400
Sun Yat-sen Place

Prof. Joseph Cheng Yu-shek (S8FIR#EIR)

Professor (Chair) of Political Science of the Department of Public
and Social Administration, City University of Hong Kong

Ms. Claudia Mo (EZ#/)\B)
Media Critic and Journalist

Mzr. Johnny Lau Yui Siu (B#R&B5KE)

Independent journalist

Mr. Wong On Yin (EEA%E)

Current Affairs Commentator

Medium: Cantonese

Description: The focus of this first forum of PPAX will be the

sovereignty problem in China. Particular interest
will be placed on Taiwan and Tibet. Current policies
as well as Beijing's stance towards Taiwan and Tibet
will be discussed.

Contact Person: Lam Ka Po, Paula

h0740738@hku.hk
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SECOND INTELLECTUAL EXCHANGE FORUM

WEBRBMEEFT ?
HEBECARREIF & FEE
TAIWAN’S POLITICAL ECOLOGY AND STRAIT ISSUES

Date: 27t March, 2008 (Thursday)
Time: 12:30 - 14:00

Venue: Sun Yat-sen Place

Guests: Mr. Ma Ka Fai (JEFHEIE)

Independent journalist

Dr. Robert T. Y. Chung ($EFEIE L)

Director of Public Opinion Programme,
The University of Hong Kong

Medium: Cantonese

Description: The relationship between China and Taiwan will be
the explored in this forum. The past and present
policies of China towards Taiwan will be discussed.
Some students who have just come back from a
study tour in Taiwan will also share their experience
of witnessing the Presidential Election with the
participants.

Contact Person: Ho Oi Yu, Michelle
hooiyu@hku.hk
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FIRST DISCUSSION SESSION

PP IEER R —
INTERFLOW WITH MR. TA0 KIT

Date: 1st April, 2008 (Tuesday)
Time: 18:00 - 19:30
Venue: Room 303, T. T. Tsw Building

Guest:  Mr. Tao Kit (F#EELE)

Renowned Senior Media Worker

Description: In this discussion group, Mr. Tao Kit will be our
guest. Mr. Tao is one of the most celebrated
intellectuals in Hong Kong. As a broadcaster, his
wit and wry sense of humour are renowned. Many
of his works are notable for their poetical quality.
This meeting will explore the issues of Taiwan from
different angles and perspectives. It aims at serving
as a meeting of minds, where students and Mt. Tao
can have an intellectual exchange. Unlike every
day’s lecture, it consists of more interactive
elements as the quota of participants for this
discussion group is limited. Participants can also
voice their opinion at this occasion.

Contact Person: Lam Ka Po, Paula
h0740738@hku.hk
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MR. RAYMOND WONG ON CONFLICTS AND SEPARATION

Date: 34 April, 2008 (Thursday)
Time: 18:00 - 19:30
Venue: Room GO01, Chong Yuet Ming Amenities Centre

Guest:  Mr. Raymond Y. M. Wong (MR %&4&)
Chairman, League of the Social Democrats

Description: Mt. Raymond Wong is our guest in this discussion

session. Mr. Wong is known for his passion towards
public affairs and politics. His unpretending
personality and fearlessness in giving his honest
opinions have gained him much popularity.
The meeting will focus on the reasons for regions,
in particular Tibet, to have conflicts between
different races. The reasons for people in these
regions to have a strong will for gaining
independence from China will also be discussed.
Participants will be able to exchange ideas with Mr.
Wong under the interactive atmosphere.

Contact Person: Ho Oi Yu, Michelle
hooiyu@hku.hk
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EXHIBITION

Date: 25th - 30th March, 2008
Venue: K. K Leung Concourse (Notth Side)

Topics:

Overview of PPAX 2008

The Importance of Unification
Taiwan’s History

Implications of Taiwan Issue
Tibet’s History

Implications of Tibet Issue

Future of the Reunification Process

Description: This exhibition aims at providing a more
comprehensive information on China’s policy on
national unification. Taiwan and Tibet are used as
examples to illustrate the difference in China’s -
policy in different regions. Background information
as well as analysis of the situation in Taiwan and
Tibet will be exhibited. It is hope that students will
have a better understanding and be more interested
in the theme of this yeat’s PPAX.

Contact Person: Lee Yin Wing, Minerva
minerval@hku hk
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TAIWAN AND TIBET? NOT YOUR WORRIES

Lau Nai-keung

Member of the Chinese People's Political Consulrative Committee

Taiwan and Tibet are two very different issues. Taiwan and the
Mainland are stll in 2 state of hostility because the over 60-year old civil
war is formally stll going on. Whereas in Tibet, there is an exile
government led by a monk, and recognized by none. But there the
difference ends.

The mainland cannot take over Taiwan and unite the country
because of US intervention. There was also CIA involvement from the
very beginning of the tiots in Tibet in the fifties, the escape of the Dalai
Lama, and the establishment of the exile government in Dharamshala,
India in 1959. The above are not allegations, these are facts acknowledged
officially by the US. Judging from the recently highly coordinated riots
both in Dharamshala and Lhasa, and the quick and detailed dissemination
of news by the Voice of America, which in most cases were the only
foreign source of information, it is difficult to imagine that the Americans
ate not involved this time.

It is safe therefore to assert that the separatist movements in Taiwan
and Tibet exist because there 1s American intervention. For that matter,
before 9-11, the separatist movement in Xinjiang held some of their
meetings in European Union parliament chambers, and the establishment
of the East Turkistan government took place on the Capitol Hill,
Washington, D.C. The Xinjiang separatists are known to have closed
connections with Al Qaeda and are trained there. But before 9-11, these
now classified as terrorists were labeled as “human rights activists” by the
Western media.

10
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Xinjiang was a late comer, being integrated into China in the Qing
Dynasty, but Taiwan and Tibet have been part of the country for a
thousand years. Even the title “Dalai” was one that has been concocted by
Altan Khan of the Yuan Dynasty and bestowed upon Sénam Gyatso who
became the first Dalai Lama in the 16th Century. Subsequently, all
reincarnated Dalai’s will have to be approved by the Chinese government,
which also adjudicated all disputes arising. This is all politics, and there is
nothing so mystical about it.

The current Dalai Lama is now getting old, and when he dies, the
next one will be chosen inside China. Without a spiritual leader, that might
be the end of the Tibetan separatist movement, and billion dollars of
American investment. [t is easy therefore to understand the agitation of the
separatists and their sponsors, and also the seemingly softening of Dalai’s
stand.

He now claimed that he has changed his mind, and instead of striving
for independence, Dalai opted for “high degree of autonomy” just like
Hong Kong. But his idea of an autonomous Tibet covers not only the
traditional Tibet and the existing Tibet Autonomous Region. It includes a
latge part of Sichuan, Qinghai, Gansu and Yunan, an area twice the present
size. In fact it covers all Tibetan communities even in areas where they are
a tiny minority. Of course there is no deal, and Dalai is in no position to
bargain. Despite his previous mistakes and the damages done to the
country, he is still welcome to come back and live in Beijing to witness the
transformation of his homeland from a primitive and oppressive serfdom
to a thriving modern toutist spot, an invitation he declined to accept.
Anyway, this is he and his followers’ problem, and some small scale riots
before the Olympics are all the nuisance they can cause.

As for Taiwan, at the time of writing, though the presidential election
is still days away, I am quite optimistic about the future. The people there

1
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are fed up with this secessionist nonsense, and whoever gets elected, there
is no escape from rapprochement with the mainland. As I see it, with about
one in ten Taiwanese now living, working and studying in the Mainland,
and rising, the independence movement can find only a few fanatic
supporters. Soon, a treaty will be signed ending the state of hostility across
the Taiwan Strait, and exchange at all levels will be normalized. If I live
long enough, chances are that I can witness a united China. For young men
and women like our readers, this is 2 certainty.

For a country with over 3,000 years of uninterrupted recorded
history, we have seen governments rose and fell, and territories expanded
and contracted. When we ate weak and poor, we get bullied. This is
natural, and the way out is to get strong and rich ourselves. Fortunately,
out country is now on a spectacular come-back trail, a feat that no other
countries have ever done it before, and nobody can stop. The fear of our
motherland being chopped up in pieces was the nightmare of older
generations. I am happy to report to you that with strenuous efforts of
more than one and a half centuries, the foolish old man and his decedents
have successfully moved the mountains and fended off that nightmare. It
is now your responsibility to keep it that way.

But remember, when we get more muscles, don’t be a bully. This is
not in our tradition. So, instead of worrying about Taiwan and Tibet, which
should be historical issues, as students of political science, why don’t you
start figuring out how not to become another hegemonic USA? As citizens
of a relatively rich and powerful country, this should be the problem of
your generation.

12
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The views exptressed in the articles
published represent those of the
authots and not the Association. The
atticles in this publication may not be
teptoduced in any form without the
consent of the authors.
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