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HKUPOP Student Research Project 

Project DC11 Yuen Long District Shap Pat Heung Constituency 

 

Fieldwork Report Form 

 

This form can be downloaded from the project webpage. It should be completed on 

the day of each fieldwork session and submitted to the project organizer by email to 

edward.tai@hkupop.hku.hk. 

 

1. Name of student(s): __Kwok Wing Tung, Angela  

 

2. Details of Field trip: 

Date and Time of visit: __At 9:00 am – 13:00 pm____on___26 June 2011__________  

Venue: Shap Pat Heung Constituency 

Location: _ Buddhist Wing Yan School, 6 Fung Yau Street South, Yuen Long; Yuen 

Long Government Primary School, Yau Chuen Street, Au Tau, Yuen Long; and Chung 

Sing School, 29 Kau Hui Road, Yuen Long.  

3. Brief descriptions or narrations of the visit. 

On the eve of the by-election, I went to Shap Pat Heung Constituency, Yuen Long 

District, for pre-election observation project on Saturday, 25 June 2011 in order to have a 

better understand the preparation of the Election Day. My visit lasted for about one hour. 

The observation route form Chung Sing School, then Buddhist Wing Tan School, and the 

last Yuen Long Government Primary School.  On that day, my first impression is that 
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the residents did not show much interested in election. Even I saw many attractive flags, 

banners and leaflet posted on the street, there is less resident willing to take those objects 

than I thought before.  

    

(The posters near the by-election location) 

 

 On the by-election day, Chung Sing School was the first location we arrived. It was 

a quiet street and just some flags, banners and posters were held on the street. After a few 

minutes, we saw the candidate 1 walked on the street so that we made an interview with 

him. He seemed quite nervous but we can feel he is a nice and passion candidate. 

Meanwhile, Leung Fok Yuen appeared to give support to candidate one.  We also 

interview with him.  
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 For the supporters of candidates, their age groups were mostly middle-aged, 

different candidate’s supporters wore their each particular colour jackets.  For candidate 

one’s supporters, they dressed purple colour jackets; for candidate two’s supporters, they 

dressed blue jackets.  

  

 For the voter, most of them were nearly 65 years old.  When we arrived in the 

second location, Yuen Long Government School, it is obvious to see the voters were 

transported by cars by some election volunteers.  Also, we noticed that there were some 

people to jot down the car number and thus we guessed they counted which voters 

present or not.  

 

 After that, we arrived at Buddhist Wing Yan School around 11:30p.m. Maybe this 

election station was nearly the central district in Yuen Long, there was more younger 

voters to elect, however, it still no so much “election atmosphere” compared to other 

district. At that time, we interviewed one of the supporters of candidate two who is a 

nephew of candidate two.  He told us most of the election volunteers were neighborhood 

and relations. Both candidates’ supporters were enthusiastic people, they are willing to 

give us leaflets and communicate to us. 
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4. Main purpose of Field trip:  

Please record the main purpose of your field trip by ticking on one or more of the 

following objectives: 

 (V)To count, record, and analyze the content of campaign leaflets, posters, banners 

etc. 

 (V)To observe campaign activities, like forums, door-to-door visits, petitions, 

on-street broadcast, etc. 

 (V)To take pictures, or collect campaign materials for scanning. 

 (V)To interview electors and/ or other ordinary residents. 

 (V)To interview candidates and/ or their campaign workers. 

 Other purposes (please specify) : 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Recording the basic figures – like how many posters and where, how many people 

attended the forum during different time period…etc. 
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Description of the findings – could be in the form simple narrations, or in the form 

of questions and answers. 

First of all, for candidate 1, Shum Ho kit, he is a lawyer and be recommended by 
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Leung Fuk Yuen who is promoted to be a president. In the purple one leaflet, it 

mentioned that Shum Ho Kit had an enough experience among difference service field in 

Yuen Long District and he always worked with the president. It made voters to have a 

better confidence to choose him.  From the interview with the president; he said that 

candidate 1 has a professional background (lawyer) and young causing attractive selling 

point in this by-election.  

 

Though the interview with candidate 1, we feel that he was quite nervous on the 

by-election day. Following was some questionnaire we asked: 

1. What is your purpose of by-election if you can be elected successful? 

2. Would you like to share how you can allocate your workload between lawyer and 

politician? 

3. What will you do in the remaining duty? 

 

Shum Ho Kit told us he is willing to use his professional knowledge to help villagers 

to solve the severe unauthorized building problem in Yuen Long. Moreover, he wants to 

improve the progress of democracy and the living standard within this district. Because 

he has his own law film, it is easy for him to allocate the workload.   
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Besides, candidate one used purple colour for his leaflet, poster and flag’s main 

colour.  Maybe he wanted voters to agree he is a sober person.  

 

For the image of candidate two, Cheng Yin Ping, is a chairman of three villages and 

an indigenous inhabitant; therefore it could regard him as an indigenous inhabitant 

representative.  From this original background, it is benefit for him to attract inhabitant. 

In his election platforms, we can see that he also chooses minority as his targets.   

 

For his leaflet, it used white colour for its main colour. White colour may aim at 

conveying incorruptible message to voters and using light blue and red colour for flag’s 

colour which can tell voters that he is a claim and has a passion to service inhabitants.  

Compare to candidate 1, Cheng Yin Ping is less supporters.   

 

6. Conclusions drawn from your observations. 

 During the observation, I can see some elders were keeping picked up by vans or 

cars. I can see some campaign team members were come with them and suggested them 

which candidate prefers to elect. Though the result survey, it showed that there was 16% 

and 9% each choosing candidate because of relationship. It comes a question about how 
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the relation affects the decision in Shap Pat Heung North which is traditional society.  

 

In a nutshell, Chinese society is recognized as collectivistic culture. Living in this 

culture, people is willing to use “we” instead of “me” that focus on interdependent self, 

people likely to construct identity in relations or connections to others.  This 

phenomenon can be easily to observe in our daily lives, especially elder generation. 

Therefore, it is an evidence for me to believe that many elders, who live in the Shap Pat 

Heung North district, are emphasis on the relation among inhabitants and have a clear 

social identity.   

 

In fact, it must exist social comparison within a group you well identify with. 

Though this social comparison, members may express stronger opinions if they discover 

others sharing the same views.  Therefore, this normative influence may reinforce the 

degree of compliance. In addition, since they may have an idea of being in-group member, 

it is more probably to have higher cohesion within group.  Besides, I heard some elders 

need to reply which one they elected. In Asch’s conformity experiment, it showed that 

conformity within group will increase in verbal answers in public than written answers in 

private (Myers,2008). Refer to the case, elders may under some invisible social pressure 
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on decision, and thus they decision-making might because of conformity.  

 

Conformity is a type of social influence which conforming others action in order to 

reduce the risk of social exclusion (Myers,2008). To apply in this case, if one voter makes 

a decision which deviate form group norms, it will break the rule and damage his own 

self-concept. For the villagers, this deviation will influence they how to maintain the 

social relationship. Under the benefit and loss, I guessed voters are influenced by 

conformity on this by-election day. 

 

If one society has higher cohesiveness, the inhabitants may not want candidate with 

any political party background to be their district councilor due to exclusiveness. Thus, I 

guessed it may be the reason of why independent candidate (Leung Fok Yuen) won the 

competition in 2007.  

 

New questions generated from your observations or findings.  

I want to raise a new question about how the gender difference will affect the group 

influence and related to the generation.  

Open questions raised for discussion. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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票站採訪員的感想 － 郭穎彤 

 

 是次採訪的經驗有別於以往擔當 6.4 或者 7.1 時，擔當這兩天的採訪員時，

採訪員更容易感受當日的民眾情緒，感覺較為煽情，能和民眾有一種共同感。 但

這次選舉採訪，基於它是屬於地區性補選，除非你是居住於補選區中，否則也不

會太留意有選舉活動的出現，故此有別於以往羣體運動中所見群眾的積極參與。

早上時段，大部分選民都屬較年長的一群，同時地，他們亦不愛接受訪問，大多

數都以為我是招搖撞騙的採訪員，甚多以趕去菜市場作藉口來拒絕，所以表明身

份時需要大聲告知我的身份及用意，後來受訪的人數也漸漸增加。 

 此外，這次採訪比之前的更具挑戰性，因為我首次在類似採訪活動中遇到其

他組織，選民很容易會被混亂，誤認對方是港大問調，所以做訪問時都要盡量行

得較遠的位置，同時地這樣不免會有流失訪問選民機會的風險存在，不過我亦從

這具挑戰性工作上汲取更多經驗。而且這次補選是工聯會和民主黨之爭，兩黨都

視是此補選為 11 月區議會大選測識水溫的前哨戰，所以各黨派都為爭取更多票

源而努力，採訪期間聽到不少助選團義工在電話中呼籲親友投票，助選團會密切

留意票站投票總人數，作出應對的拉票行動。 

 



觀察員感想 － 郭穎彤 

 當我完成是日票站訪問員的職務後，到了福來邨四周中作一個簡單的觀察。

首先，福來邨選區範圍內比較冷清，除了少數選舉拉票熱點之外。經過已故民主

派區議員趙葭甫的辦公室，看到一封由他撰寫的推薦信，亦巧遇見二號候選人梅

綺玲，她給人感覺挺和善。 

 經過觀察福來邨周圍之後，發現一號候選人葛兆源的助選團及支持者都以長

輩為主，這或者是跟他的宣傳刊物有關，以及他每星期也會參與長者公益活動，

這大大增加他在這老人佔最大比例社區勝算。其間，我們還遇見民主黨黨主席何

俊仁和立法會議員王國興，他們都為自己心水候選人拉票坐陣。連接荃錦中心的

天橋是拉票最熱鬧的地方，各黨都希望可以呼籲更多購物完畢的選民。 直至晚

上時段，我們再次視察次四周環境時，已發現比下午時冷清，好像給人一種結果

已經塵埃落定的感覺，助選團亦已沒有之前的活躍，還有那封由趙葭甫撰寫的推

薦信已經取下，不見踨影，令人疑惑是是不再需要？還是遭受投訴以至取下呢？ 

 今次是我第一次遇見不少政界明星，當日他們都會掛著張和善的臉以及親民

的態度。但其實，作為選民很清楚誰是誰非，那一位候選人有為居民服務，正如

是次選舉勝出的一號候選人葛兆源，雖然他並非什麼政界明星，甚至名不經傳，

但據不少選民所稱，他們每週也會見到葛兆源，可能只是一個短時間，這便是他

們投他一票的主因，實務實幹可能比起明星效應更來得有效。 

 


