HKUPOP Student Resear ch Project
Project DCO8 Wong Tai Sin District Council TszWan West Constituency

Election Day Fieldwork Report Form (Group 1)

1. Name of student(s), group leader first:

Cheung Yuk Man , Coca

Lam Yin Shan, Jacqueline

Chiu Chui Hung, Chloe

Kau Chun Chuen, Arthas

2. Details of Field trip:

Date and Time of visit: At 15:00-20:30 on30th November ,2008

Venue: Tsz Wan West Constituency

Location: Tsz Lok Estate and Tsz Wan Shan Shopping Center

3. Brief descriptionsor narrations of the visit.

The visit was conducted by four of us by spending about five hours. At
first, we went to the polling station. Then, we stayed on the streets to
observe the Election Day campaign activities. we aso talked with the
resident, campaign workers and volunteers, and collected some leaflets and
bunches. We paid more attention to observe how the different candidates
were trying to call for support, and how the behaviors of candidates,
campaign workers and volunteers differed. At the end of the trip, we stayed
at the exit poll to spot the behaviors of exit poll surveys. There were many

differences between the election and pre-election day.
4. Main purpose of Field trip:

Please record the main purpose of your field trip by ticking on one or more of the
following objectives:

e To count, record, and analyze the content of campaign leaflets, posters, banners
etc. (V)



e To observe campaign activities, like forums, door-to-door visits, petitions,
on-street broadcast, etc. (V)

o Totake pictures, or collect campaign materials for scanning. (V)
o Tointerview electors and/ or other ordinary residents. (V)
e Tointerview candidates and/ or their campaign workers. (V)

e Other purposes (please specify) :

5. Recording the basic figur es—like how many posters and where, how many
people attended the forum during different time period...etc.

(1)L eaflets

(1.1)The platform leaflets of candidate No. 1 Lui Wing
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(1.2) The platform leaflets of candidate No.2 Yuen Kwok

Keung.
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(1.3)The platform leaflets of candidate No.3 Lee Ling
Fung.
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(2)Material: Banner /Poster
(2.1)No. 1 Lui Wing Kei




Many campaign workers stood towards the polling station
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(2.2)No.2 Yuen Kwok Keung
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DAB posters/ banners (held by campaign workers)
could be spotted at many corners on the streets
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Candidate 2 stood outside the polling station smiling and shaking hands
with voters

(2.3)No.3 Lee Ling Fung
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(3) Palitical Star Stand for the candidates

Wong Sing Chi
Candidate 1 stood outside smiling and shaking hands with voters
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Kwong Chun Yu
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(3 2) Candidate No. 2 Yuen Kwok Keung (DAB)

Chan Yuen Han

TamYiu Chung
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Chan Kam Lam

(3.3) Candidate No.3 Lee Ling Fung

We couldn't see any political stars supported her.

Others:

Lui Wing Kei team helper use the loudspeaker to announce the platform.
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DAB use the promoation car to announce their platform loudly

On the by-€election day, on-street board-cast flooded on the street. We
spotted three different locations that people shouted out candidates' slogans
and canvass for votes. In fact, there were many posters and banners on the
street without saying that propaganda of candidate Number 1 and Number 2
were better than candidate Number 3. Two candidates were supported by
their political party. For example, Candidate Number 1 Lui Wing Kel was
supported by the Democratic Party. Lau Wa Hing Emily, Wong Yuk Man
Raymond, Lee Wah Ming,Wong Sing Chi, Kwong Chun Y u stood for him.

Candidate Number 2 Yuen Kwok Keung was also supported by some
DAB's palitical stars such as Chan Kam Lam, Chan Yuen Han and Tam Yiu
Chung. We saw Chan Kam Lam near the Tsz Wan Shan Shopping centre,
and Chan Yuen Han at the park. They were willing to canvass for the
candidate. We talked with Chan Y uen Han. She said she was confident that
Y uen Kwok Keung would be elected.

However, Candidate Number 3 Lee Ling Fung had no politica
affiliation. In fact, candidate Number 3 campaign workers were less than
other candidates. There were some youngsters to distribute the leaflets for
her. Moreover, her team helpers said they would try the best, and they were
confident for "lose".
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6. Description of the findings — could be in the form simple narrations, or in the
form of questions and answers.
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We interviewed two young boys. They helped candidate Number 3 Lee
Ling Fung to distribute the platform leaflet. The right hand side oneis only
14 years old. He told us that he came from a martial art help association. He
said he knew the candidate and was willing to help her. "We helped other
candidate in the last district council election who was from Hong Kong
Federation of Trade Unions'. The boy said. They had no money reward. He
said that the martial art association is related to the Hong Kong Federation
of Trade Unions.

According to the interview taken around the polling station, one of the
residents told us that candidate No.2 did not always come to listen to what
he complaints, what’s his opinion. No.2 candidate' s act in these days gave
him an impression of a*“political drama’. And he also had a bad impression
on Democratic Party. So, he voted for No.3 just because she was an
independent candidate.

The other voter said that she preferred to vote for Candidate No.l1
because she disagreed with DAB’s political stand. And she couldn't see any
meaningful or  effective improvement Candidate No.3 did for the
resident. Candidate No.3 seemed to just entertain the resident so she doubt
that why she had the highest amount of budget while she was just an
independent Candidate.

For more photos of the Election Day please come here:
http://pi casaweb.google.com.hk/chloel022/BY ElectionDay
http://pi casaweb.googl e.com.hk/cocacheung/ELECTON

7. Conclusionsdrawn from your observations.

Behaviors of voters

All candidates were standing near the polling station appealing for
support. According to the interview around the polling station, one of the
residents told us that No.2 did not aways come to listen to what he
complaints, what's his opinion .No.2 act these day gave him an impression
of a “political drama’. And he also had a bad impression on Democratic
Party. So, he voted for No.3just because she was a independent candidate.
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For the reasons of the low voting rate, it was because this is a
by-election. From previous statistics, usually the voting rate of a by-election
Is not high. And the campaign scale is much smaller and could not attract
voters attention.

08:30 1.24%

09:30 489 4.45%
10:30 803 7.31%
11:30 1,234 11.24%

12:30 1,612 14.68%

13:30 1,882 17.14%

14:30 2,160 19.68%

15:30 2,428 22.12%



16:30 2,726 24.83%

17:30 3,045 27.74%

18:30 3,369 30.69%

19:30 3,678 33.50%

20:30 3,971 36.17%

21:30 4,320 39.35%

22:30 4,538 41.34%

http://www.eac.gov.hk/ch/distco/2008wtsd tww turnout.htm

In general, not many people actually went there to vote. This could be
further proved by the no. of votes as displayed on the board outside the
polling station. Until 6:30pm, only 3369 people have voted. However, the
whole constituency had over 10978 registered voters .Until we left at 8:30
pm, only 3971 resident have voted which can be transferred to 36.17%
voting rate.

Behaviour of exit poll surveys

There were two organizations doing exit poll survey on that day .One of
the organizations is the HKU Public Opinion Programme, the other one is
Civil Awareness in Action. Both sides had 2-3 interviewers. All HKUPOP
interviewers wore uniforms and carried Pass. And the interviewers of Civil
Awareness in Action carried Pass and wore casua wear. From my own
observation, many voters help Civil Awareness in Action to finish the
guestionnaire. Some of the voters shake their hand and went away when
they realized which organization was interviewing them. | wondered whom
they are reporting, and how they would use the statistic. They interviewed
the voters randomly. | paid more attention to two questions they asked:
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(1) Which candidate you voted for?
(20Why did you vote for him/her? (And there are some options, such as
political stand, political party, politica aignment with the candidate or
his’her stand on livelihood issues?)

Moreover, Voters seemed to be more cooperative with interviewers
from HKUPOP. It may be that HKUPOP is more famous in the field of
public opinion collecting for many years and it isa public organization. But

people do not have much information about Civil Awareness in Action.
So it was easy to understand that the public trust in HKUPOP was more

than others organization.

Behaviors of candidates, campalgn workers and

volunteers

There were more campaign volunteers and workers distributing | eaflets,
holding posters and supporting for their candidates in streets than the
pre-election day. Posters, flags and campaigning trucks could be easily
spotted at different corners of the constituency district. DAB use the
promotion car to announce their platform loudly. Both of the Candidates
stood outside the polling station smiling and shaking hands with voters.

8. New questions generated from your observationsor findings.

Q1: Why we never heard of the by- election news through electronic media?

Q2: What was the purpose of Civil Awarenessin Action interviewing votes
at the exit?

Q3: Were candidate Number 1 and Number 3 come from same party?

Q4: Was candidate Number 3 really an independent candidate and full
-time welfare worker?
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