HKUPOP Student Research Project

Yau Tsim Mong District Council Jordan East Constituency

By-election of 5 October 2008

Fieldwork Report Form

This form should be completed on the day of each fieldwork session and submitted to the project organizer by email to frank.lee@hkupop.hku.hk within 24 hours.

Name of student submitting these fieldwork notes : ____Li Ka Yuen, Sandy ___________________

Field trip details –

Date of visit : __5th October____ Time of visit : ____3:30p.m._____ Venue : Jordan East Constituency

Record the main purpose of your field trip by ticking on one or more of the following objectives: 

· To count, record, and analyze the content of campaign posters, banners, leaflets, etc.

· To observe campaign activities, like forums, door-to-door visits, petitions, on-street broadcast, etc.

· To interview candidates and campaign workers.

· To interview electors and ordinary residents.

· To take pictures, or collect campaign material for scanning.

· Other purposes (please specify) : _____________________________________________________

Description of the visit (whether alone, accompanied by teammates, friends, campaign workers… etc.)

I went to the polling station with my group mates. It was raining at that time.

Description of what you have observed (in bullet points, or simple narrations) - e.g. How many posters have you counted? Where? How many people attended the forum? What conclusions can you draw from your observations? Are there new questions generated from your observations or findings?

There were HKUPOP exit poll researchers conducting interviews with voters at that time. It was interesting to see two people in casual wear kept reporting the number of voters on a regular basis to someone on the phone. I wonder to whom they are reporting.

The other interesting thing I observed was that, in fact there were quite a lot of South Asian voters in this constituency. On the day before the voting day, I visited the area to observe the pre-election activities. I interviewed briefly with some people I met in that area and was surprised to know they are not registered voters who are eligible to vote in this election. I did not see many South Asian people that day! This made me think about the problem of election engineering: how to find the right targets? In fact most of the “kai-fong” I met during the pre-election observation told me they are actually not eligible to vote but candidates do spend quite a lot of time talking to them. Candidates also spent time going around the district to promote themselves. But the members of the audiences are not those who vote. I wonder if it is still a wise choice to conduct campaign in this way? Also, I noticed that most of the campaign materials are printed in Chinese. How can these ethnic minorities be told about the elections?

Indeed it was not a very competitive election. Not many people actually went there and voted. I guess it was because of the rainy weather and the fact that this election a by-election of the position of a district councilor. The former caused inconvenience and discouraged people from going to vote while the latter means this election is not too important that voters may think his vote does not matter that much.

- - - - - - - - - - - Please make as many copies of the following section as you need - - - - - - - - - - -

In case you have taken photographs or videos, or have collected handbills, please write a brief caption for each item with the following information –

Code of the picture, clip or handbill (you can generate your own system) :________________________

Date of collection :______________ Time :__________________ Venue : _______________________

Brief description of the item, and what you can learn from it (preferably in less than 100 words)

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

P.2

