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‘People are becoming more realistic but they still are hesitant
about having a businessman ruling Hong Kong’

Sir Ti Liang rises
in public opinion

Chief Justice Sir Ti Liang
Yang has jumped dramati-
cally into the lead among
Hong Kong's people as
their choice to become
chief executive next year,
according to an exclusive
opinion poll for the Sun-
day Morning Fost.

The survey by Asian
Commercial Research
showed support for Sir Ti
Liang rising almost tenfold
from August.

Questioned last Thursday
and Friday, between 21.5 per
cent and 43.7 per cent named
himt as their preferred candi-
date according to who else was
included in the race. Ina sepa-
rate question, where people
were asked if they would ap-
prove or disapprove of the ap-
pointment of five candidates,
73 per cent said they would
approve of Sir Ti Liang.

Shipping magnate Tung
Chee-hwa received between
14.7 and 24.4 per cent sup-
port. Fifty-six per cent said
they would approve if he was
chosen in the end.

Businessman Peter Woo
Kwong-ching, who declared
his candidacy fast Monday,
was the choice of between 7.9
and 9.5 per cent of the repre-
sentative sample of 406 peo-
ple, witha 37 per cent Approv-
al rating,

As in previous polls, Chief

By SHARON CHEUNG
and QUINTON CHAN

Secretary Anson Chan Fang
On-sang was well ahead of all
others mentioned. But her
support fell to 40 per cent
from 60 per cent in August,
apparently reflecting the per-
ception that she will not stand.

Martin Lee Chu-ming was
named as first choice by 4.8
per cent, dowa from 10 per
cent in August, presumably
for the same reason.

When Mrs Chan and Mr
Lee were taken out of the pofl.
Sir Ti Liang’s popularity hit
45.7 per cent, with Mr Tung
second with 24.4 per cent and
9.5 per cent for Mr Woo.

The poll akso found people
had made up their minds to 2
much greater extent than in
Auvgust. Only 7.3 per cent ex-
pressed no epinion compared
10 13 pef cent in the summer.

Frofessor Lau Siu-kai, a
Preparatory Commitiee
member said the results
showed people had started to
realise Anson Chan would not
be a possible candidate,

“People are becoming
mare realistic but they still are
hesitant about having a busi-
nessman ruling Hong Kong.
This could explain why Sir Ti
Liang is so popular.”

Sir Ti Liang revealed last
night he had already filled in
the application form to re-

Yang

B 24.4%

Peter Woo
Kwong-ching

9.5%

= Lo oo
43" Tak-shing -

TAKING: THE:
PULSE . i

@® WITH the contest for the
post of Chief Executive
hotting up, the Governor’s last
policy address and the meeting
of the Preparatory Committee,
attention is focused sharplvon
Hong Kong's future.

@ But what do the territory’s

people think?

® In a series of polis this
week, the Seuth China Aforn-
ing Post  will be leoking at
public opinion on vital issues.
@ The first poll, today, is on
the Chief Executive race. To-
MOFrow, we report on reaction
to the Policy Address - and the
Covernor’s staanding, On
Tuesday, we ook at key issues
for the future, and the way
opinion has moved.

@ Don't miss this impertant
pot to Hong Kong opinion.

19:4%

,;'nqcpinionj:;

® The Post is there.

nounce his British passport, in
a bid to comply with the resi-
dency requirement for the
chiel executive,

The form will besent to the

British authorities in a few
days,

Told of the findings, Sir Ti
Liangsaid he wasconfident he
had a betier than 50 per cent

chance of winning the race.
But he said polls varied and 1
could be 80 or 20 per cent to-

" morrow. I will do my best

within the limit of my capaci-
ty and try to win.”

He said his advantage was
his neutrality in business and
politics, since he would not
have preferences forany polit-
ical and business group if he
was selected,

Since the selection process
was conducted by the 400-
strong Selection Commitiee
only, he hoped local media
would report more on the
candidates’ background. ™It
would not be useful if the can-
didare was not accepted by the
general public.”

Sir Ti Liang said he might
join in some open debates, *'f
am not the right man to en-
gage in heated debate,” he
added. “But  am going 10 talk
io and see people to cxplain
my views. The kind of debate
has to suit my character.”

in the poli without Mrs
Chan or Mr Lee, only 0.8 per
cent supporied solicitor Lo
Tak-shing, with 0.2 per cent
for the judge and former om-
budsman, Arthur Gareia. Six-
ty-one per cent said they
would disapprove if Mr Lo

.was selected, and 54.6 percent

said the same for Mr Garcia.

® Heport, tables, Page 2;
Editorial, Page 10; Peter
Woo profile, Page 11
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“Poll th}ws b:g nse in numbers undecided on 97 hopefuis as waxt—and -see approach adopted -

Sir

SUPPORT or; Ch;ef Jus»

tice Sir:Ti anng Yang as+

chief executive has_drop-.
peds by a"third in a fort-
night; accordmg 10 an éx-
. chusive opmzon poll for' the*
Sanday Mommg Post.
With three main candi-
dates i in th racev many peo-;

a wait-an
wzih a Adra . increase in
those who.s ayﬁthey are fe-
serving their opinion. - - -
The survey by Asian Cam~
mercial Research last&Thur&
day.and Fndaywshowed that,
Ch;ef Secretarj :A“ on Chan,,

' FangOn«sangs&asstzili
‘populat choice. But her sapss
‘port has dropped sharply from

60 per cent in the summer to

31.5 per cent ~ presumably 3;
“reflection of the beli

£ that she

is unhkely to run?

WhenMrs Chan was re-
- moved from the polling, Sir Tx\;

Liang led the field. But.th

29.7 per(,cen}i score was g far®:
“cry from the45.6 per cent’h

received two weeks earlie

In"answer to a separate .

question about whether:they
would approve if various can-
didates were selected in the
end, respondents gave him an
approval rating of 57.9 per

' post, onimued yesterday, thh
. _Slr Tx Lzang appearingonara- -
- dio’ taik show and" M5 Woo -

Busmessman Peier WQO
 Kwong-ching received 8.5 per

_ cent backing — one point down
i ontwo weeks ago—witha27.7
¢ per cent approval rating.” ¥
.. A representative sample of
624 people was intewiewed by
telephone for the poll. .
‘ In all, 33.5 per ceni ex-
¢ pressed no opinion, Cempz;red
" to11.5percent aforinight ago.

tics and Sociology at Lingnan

College, said Sir Ti Liang had ~

lost support because of his rel-
atively low profile. “The fig-
uresshowalotof Sir TiLiang’s
supporters have now moved to
those expressing no opinion,”
he said.

Campaigning for the top

Asz:m Commcrmal Rc&earch Lid

cent, compared 073 per cent

* two weeks ago. . .-

Shipping’ magnatﬁ Tung

-Chee-hwa, who formally de-:
 clared hiscandidacy at the end ;
of the week, received 23.3 per”
* cent support — one point down

on the beginning of this month
— and 50.6 per cent said they
would approve if he was cho-
sen in the end.

speakmg toa semmar about

- the Hong Kong economy. -
SicTi Liang said he would ‘_non—runner.k T
be. Ienient.to Chinese dissi-. S5 0-All three Ieadmg candx- .

s .. . dents in the territory but
DrLiPang-kwong, alectur-_

er in the Department of Poli=- " handlés such issues, in thé % én. Both Sir Ti- Liang and Mr’

would not criticise how China,

hope that the mainland would

not comment on how things -

were done 1 Hong Kong. .

. The candidates, however,

have no major engagements
planned for today.or tomor-
row, the Chung Yeung Festi-
val. .,

Demecratxc Party chair-

Jdang’s backmg sinks

" man. Martin Lee Chu—mmg,

~who had en;oyed IO per cent
~ backing in the summer, has.
_fallen t0 5.2 per cent, presum-
" ably bscause heis also seenasa

_dates received better approval
. ratings among men than wom-

Woo scored well among those
aged under 34 and those earn- .
ing more than S30,000 a
month. Mr Tung was just
ahead of Sir Ti Liang among
those earning between
$10,0002and $20.000 a month.
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Economy second vital task

‘Harmony’ should

top ch

By EllaLee

OST  respon-
dents to a re-
cent survey said

Hong Kong's fu-
ture chief executive should
establish harmonious re-

ladons with Beijing rather
than take a confrontational
stance.

The survey also found the
“ideal” Hong Kong chief
would be someone aged 50
to 59 with strong leadership
qualities who put the econ-
omy and China-Hong Kong
relations on top of the
agenda.

The survey was conduc-
ted by the pro-China Hong
Kong Youth Unified Associ-
ation between the end of
October and earlier this
month.

About 77 per cent of the
1,180  respondents  ex-

ected the future Hong

ong chief executive to
have ‘“‘harmonious”’ re-
lations with Beijing. Only
11 per cent said he could
also use ‘‘confrontation’.

The survey did not ask if
the leader should maintain
Hong Kong's autonomy.

RELATIONS WITH BEHING?

:  Very hamonious
Harmonious

Average
Confrontational |} 4.6%

el 0.7%

Very confrontational

HOW SHOULD THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE HANDLE

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE RACE

-
o

More than 34 per cent of
respondents said the future
chief execuiive would be a
prime factor in determin-
ing Hong Kong's fate after
next year's change of sover-
eignty.

A further 52 per cent said
his role was “‘very import
ant’.

But about 12per cent
said the chief executive
would only have a "'sym-
bolic” function.

The remaining 1 per cent
even said the chief execu-
tive would have no bearing
on Hong Kong's future.

The survey also asked
about the respondents’
views on businessmen ruk
ing Hong Kong.

ief’s agenda

About 42 per cent said
they did not care while
22 per cent said it was suit-
able for a businessman o
be the chief executive.

The remaining respon-
dents disagreed.

The survey found more
than B8 per cent of the
respondents had  confi-
dence in Hong Kong's fu-
ture, with about 9 per cent
saying the opposite.

Tang Kwong-shing, the
association’s  chief  sec-
retary, said the analysis of
the  findings  showed
middle-aged  respondents
had more confidence in
Hong Kong’s future than
the youth.

He said respondents who
did not have much confi-
dence in the future still
believed the chief execu-
tive's role was very import-
ant,

“It shows some Hong
Kong people are worrying
about Hong Kong’s future
because they don’t know
who will be the chief execu-
tive and how good his abil-
ities will be,”” he said.

Respondents said good
leadership was the most
important quality for an
ideal chief executive, fol-
lowed by political views,
platform and work experi-
ence in the government.

The association will pres-
ent the survey findings to
Selection Committee mem-
bers and also to the eight
candidates in the chief
executive race,
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Poll blow
for Yang,
Simon L;;i*

FUNG WAI-KONG. L

More than 80 per cent of people
think the chief executive should be
younger than 60, a poll reveaied yes-
terday.

Itshowed only 1.3 per cent regard
those over 70 as desirable,

Just over 53 per cent of those
polled said people between 50-59
were ideal, while 29 per cent pre-
ferred someone between 40-49, ac-
cording to the survey by.the Hong -
Kong Youths Unified Association.

Another 13.1 per cent said the
chief executive shauld be between
60-69,

Tung Chee-hwa is 59, and Péter
Woo chng:chmg is 50, Yang Ti
- Liang is 67 and Simon Li Fook-
sean, 74,

The survey also showed that 64
per cent of respondents thought it
did not matter if a businessman be-
came chief executive while about 36
per cent were against the idea.

Maintaining economic develop-
ment was regarded as the foremost
priority of the chief executive while
fmproving mainiand-Hong Kong
ties would be second.

More than 75 per cent said the
chief executive should forge a har-
monious relationship with the cen-
tral government, Only 11.3 per cent
preferred him to take a “confronta-
tional” stance, Leadership was seen
as the most important quality. -

The survey interviewed a total of
1,180 adults in early November.
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Tycoon has people’s vote for leadership
Tung tops poll
but a win for
Yang popular

TUNG Chee-hwa has taken the
lead in the Sunday Morning
Post’s regular opinion poll for
the first time after his strong
showing in the Selection Com-
mittee nominations.

The survey, by Asian Com-
mercial Research, found 44 per
cent support for the shipping
magnate among respondents. A
month ago his support stood at
23.3 per cent.

Former chief justice Yang Ti
Liang, who had led in the previous
two opinion surveys in Qctober,
came second with 41 per cent — an
increase of 11.3 points.

Only six per cent preferred ty-
coon Peter Woo Kwong-ching as
the SAR chief, a drop of 2.5 points
since the last survey, The other
nine per cent of respondents ex-
pressed no opinion.

When the Selection Commitiee
voted on nominees for the post on
November 15, Mr Tung won a
commanding 206 of the 400 votes,
far ahead of Mr Yang, who mus-
tered 82. Mr Woo won 54 votes,
four above the threshold of 50 be-
low which other candidates includ-
ing Simon LiFook-sean were elimi-
nated,

Polisters also asked respondents
how they would rate each of the
three men if they were selected as
chief executive when the Selection

By STAFF REPORTERS

® Tung Chee-hwa

Committee makesits {inal decision
on December 11,

Here, Mr Yang won the highest
approval rating of 73.4 per cent
slightly ahead of Mr Tung’s 70.
per cent. Mr Woo’s rating was 43,
per cent.

[ WA

In the Post poll, Mr Tung
scored 48 per cent support among
men compared to 40 per cent
among women, who showed a
slight preference for Mr Yang.

Mr Tung scored better than the
former chief justice among blue
callar workers, but Mr Yang en-
joyed more support among execu-
tives and white collar workers.

Asked if-they thought the candi-
dates would defend Hong Kong
strongly if there were differences
between Beijing and the territory’s
future legislatures, 65.1 per cent
rated Mr Yang as the man most
likely to stand up strongly for the
territory. Mr Tung scored 57.5 per
cent and Mr Woo 35.7 per cent.

Polisters contacted a represen-
tative sample of 556 people aged
between 18 and 64 by telephone be-
tween Wednesday and Friday.

The three men kept up their
campaigning yesterday, meeting
the Young Industrialists Council.

Asked afterwards if his contin-
ued strong showing in some sur-
vevs made him confident of his
chanceson December 11, Mr Yang
said he trusted the Selection Com-
mittee would take opinion polls as
a reference before voting,

But he refused to predict his
chance of winning, saying now was
not a good time 10 do that.

Candidates’ vision - Page 2
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